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Railroad Museum to Showcase Historic 1920s  
Rotary Snowplow & Debut All-New  

“Snowbound in the Sierra” Exhibit Starting January 29 
 

SACRAMENTO, Calif. – Back by popular demand, visitors to the California State Railroad 
Museum will have the opportunity to see an impressive 251,000-pound rotary snowplow from the 
Museum’s collection along with a compelling and all-new exhibit titled “Snowbound in the Sierra” 
starting on Monday, January 29, 2018. With the historic snowplow as an eye-catching centerpiece, 
the exhibit will highlight the dramatic story of 226 passengers and crew members who were 
rescued – with the help of crews working around the clock and seven rotary snowplows – after 
being trapped on a luxury streamliner locomotive during a massive snowstorm in the Sierra 
Nevada in 1952. The exhibit will include riveting narrative from passengers and crew, a special 
kiosk, exhibit case and video along with an interactive game. 
 
The historic rotary snowplow on display in the Museum Roundhouse was built in 1920, converted 
to electric in 1958, retired by Union Pacific in 2004 and was donated to the Railroad Museum in 
2008. Since then, the historic snowplow has been housed in the Shops in the Sacramento 
Railyards.  
 
The historic rotary snowplow and exhibit will give Museum visitors an understanding of how early 
snow removal methods were cumbersome, arduous and often dangerous but will also highlight the 
critical role they played in saving lives and clearing the path for freight and transportation. Rotary 
snowplows were often used by the railroad as a very last resort – such as was the case for the City 
of San Francisco locomotive highlighted in the exhibit – due to the incredible expense involved.  
Rotary snowplows only moved five to ten miles per hour, had high fuel costs and required an elite 
crew. It is estimated that less than 200 rotary snowplows still exist throughout the world today. 
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The rotary snowplow and the companion “Snowbound in the Sierra” exhibit will be on display in the 
Museum’s Roundhouse at least through April 2018 and are included in Museum admission: $12 for 
adults; $6 for youths ages 6-17; free for children ages 5 and under. For more information about the 
snow plow, exhibit or the California State Railroad Museum in general, please call 916-323-9280 or 
visit https://www.californiarailroad.museum/. 
 
Subscribe to California State Parks News via e-mail at info@parks.ca.gov or via RSS feed.  

California State Parks Mission 
To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to preserve the state’s 
extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, and creating 
opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation.  
 
About the California State Railroad Museum Foundation 
The mission of the California State Railroad Museum Foundation (CSRMF) is to generate revenue and 
awareness on behalf of its destinations, while supporting the preservation, interpretation and promotion of our 
railroad heritage. The Foundation provides funding for ongoing support of numerous programs, both at the 
museum's Old Sacramento location and at the historic park in Jamestown, Calif. The Foundation and its board of 
directors is currently laying groundwork for a future California Railroad Technology Museum capital campaign 
proposed as part of the downtown Sacramento railyard development project. For more information, please visit 
www.californiarailroad.museum 

http://www.parks.ca.gov/
https://twitter.com/CAStateParks
http://www.facebook.com/CaliforniaStateParks
https://www.californiarailroad.museum/
mailto:info@parks.ca.gov
http://feeds.feedburner.com/CaliforniaStateParks?format=xml
http://www.californiarailroad.museum/

	CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF PARKS AND RECREATION
	Divisions of Boating and Waterways, Historic Preservation and Off-Highway Vehicles

