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Railtown 1897 Goes Hollywood with 2nd Annual 
“Robbery on the Rails” Train Ride Experiences  

Over Labor Day Weekend 
 

JAMESTOWN, Calif. – Back by popular demand, California State Parks, the California State Railroad 
Museum Foundation and Railtown 1897 State Historic Park in Jamestown are excited to present 
entertaining “Robbery on the Rails” theatrical steam train excursion ride experiences over the extended 
Labor Day Weekend, August 31 through September 2, 2019. Designed using some Hollywood-style 
creative license to add to the fun, four 45-minute family-friendly excursion train rides will be offered 
each day at 10:30 a.m., noon, 1:30 p.m. and 3 p.m., and will be pulled by the newly restored No. 28 
steam locomotive. Throughout the holiday weekend, entertainment will be provided by Congressional 
Gunfighters of America, with guests from Sierra Nevada Guns for Hire and Horses of Warriors on 
September 1 and 2. 
 
Tapping into the Wild West portrayed by the film industry, “Robbery on the Rails” train ride guests will 
be transported to a time when train robberies were the talk of the town, gritty outlaws were on the run 
from the law, and the local marshals managed to apprehend the villains and restore order. Although 
many of the tales of the Wild West live in the imaginations of filmmakers and storytellers, some were 
rooted in fact. Outlaws were indeed part of the make-up of the west, and trains were known to have 
been robbed on the railroad. Thanks to the film industry’s enduring fascination with trains, entertaining 
stories of heroes and villains are intertwined with the rich history of Railtown 1897. 
 
As background, the Sierra Railway purchased No. 28 from the Baldwin Locomotive Works in 1922.  
The historic steam locomotive was built in Baldwin’s original Philadelphia plant and weighs a whopping 
71 tons. The massive steam locomotive was rebuilt at Railtown 1897, in the historic Roundhouse and 
Shops in Jamestown. It was introduced back into service on June 1 of this year. The powerful 
locomotive was once used to haul construction materials to dam construction projects around 
Tuolumne County, delivering rock gravel from the Atlas Quarry in Oakdale to several transfer sites.  
The boxcars of rock material were transferred to the rail lines that went to construction sites for the Don 
Pedro, O’Shannessey and Melones Dams. The profits from this freight kept the Sierra Railway rolling.  
While not quite as famous as Sierra No. 3® (the “Movie Star Locomotive”), the hard-working Baldwin 
No. 28 has also been featured in several films and television shows. 
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Given America’s lasting love affair with westerns and the Wild West, these limited-time train ride 
experiences are expected to sell out quickly. All “Robbery on the Rails” train ride tickets include Park 
admission and cost $20 for adults, $14 for youth ages 6-17 and are free for children five and under.  
Railtown 1897 members receive half price discounts on special event tickets. For advance tickets or 
more information about “Robbery on the Rails” at Railtown 1897 State Historic Park, please visit 
www.railtown1897.org. 
 

Subscribe to California State Parks News via e-mail at info@parks.ca.gov or via RSS feed.  
 

California State Parks Mission 

To provide for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by helping to preserve the 
state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and cultural resources, and 
creating opportunities for high quality outdoor recreation.  
 
About the California State Railroad Museum Foundation 
The mission of the California State Railroad Museum Foundation (CSRMF) is to generate revenue and 
awareness on behalf of its destinations, while supporting the preservation, interpretation and promotion of 
our railroad heritage. The Foundation provides funding for ongoing support of numerous programs, both at 
the museum's Old Sacramento location and at the historic park in Jamestown, Calif. The Foundation and its 
board of directors is currently laying groundwork for a future California Railroad Technology Museum capital 
campaign proposed as part of the downtown Sacramento railyard development project. For more 
information, please visit www.californiarailroad.museum. 
 

# # # 

Subscribe to California State Parks News online at www.parks.ca.gov/news or email us at 
newsroom@parks.ca.gov. 
 
California State Parks provides for the health, inspiration and education of the people of California by 

helping to preserve the state’s extraordinary biological diversity, protecting its most valued natural and 

cultural resources, and creating opportunities for high-quality outdoor recreation. Learn more at 

www.parks.ca.gov. 
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About the California State Railroad Museum Foundation 
The mission of the California State Railroad Museum Foundation (CSRMF) is to generate revenue and 
awareness on behalf of its destinations, while supporting the preservation, interpretation and promotion 
of our railroad heritage. The Foundation provides funding for ongoing support of numerous programs, 
both at the museum's Old Sacramento location and at the historic park in Jamestown, Calif. For more 
information, please visit www.californiarailroad.museum. 
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