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...of the California State Railroad Museum is to collect, preserve, study, exhibit and 
interpret selected aspects of railroads and railroading, with an emphasis on California 
and the West, for the education, enjoyment and entertainment of the widest possible 
audience. 
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 We want your visit to the California State Railroad Museum to be educational, 
informative and interactive and enjoyable . The Museum will provide you and your stu-
dents with important historical insights into the significant role that  railroads have 
played and  continue to play in the development of California and the Western United 
States, through  our informational exhibits about the building of the Transcontinental 

PLANNING YOUR TRIP 
  
Careful planning will make your field trip both educational and enjoyable. We recommend that you 
will use this teachers guide to pre-plan before coming to visit our museum.  This manual  will provide 
a great transition from the classroom to the field trip experience as your student learn about the his-
tory of the railroads. 
  
Pre-planning 
  
Prepare your class by spending time developing studentsô interest and understanding of railroads 
and the Museum. Develop goals and objectives for your visit. With your students, read and study 
background resource material. Also, view movies, videos, and discuss behavior, safety, and proper 
attire for the trip. 
  
Actual Visit 
  
The California State Railroad Museum offers a variety of School Field Trip Opportunities to fit the 
needs of many different class sizes and grade levels desiring an educational field trip. Reservations 
policies, fees, and other details vary for each program. 
 
While the most popular School Field Trip Opportunity by far is simply an orientation and self-guided 
tour of the Museum, a variety of other offerings are available. These other field trip opportunities can 
offer an educational and fun alternative, especially during the busiest months of the year when  
reservations may not be available. 
  
Railroad Museum Entry 
  
The Museum offers students and teachers an unparalleled look at the history of railroads in  
California and the West. After check-in and orientation, your group will have the opportunity to go on 
a self-guided tour of the Museumôs 21 restored locomotives and railroad cars, talk with  
knowledgeable Docents, and view exciting, regularly changing exhibits. 
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 For school groups desiring an entry time to the Museum, reservations are required. For free 
entry to the Museum, please call: Reserve California  at 1-800-444-PARK 
  The Museumôs reservation system is available weekdays, 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. to assist 
you. If you are unable to obtain a reservation, or need more information, please call the 
Museumôs Group Desk at (916) 323-9274. All school groups, reserved or drop-in, must arrive as a 
group with their teacher and receive an orientation before entering the Museum. 
  
Each year reservations open the third Saturday in September at 8:00 a.m. for the following  
calendar year (January thru December). 
  
Reservations fill up quickly, so please plan ahead. 
When you call to make a reservation please have the following information ready: 
  
1. Grade or age group 
2. Number in group (students and adults) - maximum group size is 45. 
  We require one (1) adult per ten (10) students. 

Groups without the required adult chaperones will be declined admission to the  
Museum.  

3. Date and time you wish to visit. Have alternate dates and times in case your first choice is not  
available. 
4. Name of teacher/contact person. 
5. Name of School 
6. Address and telephone number of  school. 
7. Learning disabilities, special needs, etc.  
8. School groups that have made reservation will receive a completed Reservation confirmation let-
ter or e-mail. 
  
Please present the Reservation Confirmation letter to the school desk when you arrive for your visit. 
School groups arriving after 4:00 p.m. will not be admitted. 
  
BE PROMPT 
  
Please be on time. Delays upset both your schedule and ours, and may result in reserved groups 
waiting to gain entry. If you are unavoidably detained, please call us at: (916) 323-9280. 
  
Groups more than 15 minutes late will be cancelled, unless other arrangements have been made. 

  
CANCELLATIONS 
  
If you are unable to keep your reservation, please call the Museumôs Group Desk as soon as possi-
ble at: (916) 323-9274 so another group may be scheduled in your place.  
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Emigrant Train Program 

 The Emigrant Train Program offers students (and teachers) the opportunity to learn what it 
was like to journey across the United States on an Emigrant Train more than 125 years ago. The  
program begins with a 40-minute Central Pacific Railroad Passenger Station tour experience,  
circa 1876.   
 Students then move one block to the Central Pacific Freight Depot where they board a 
working passenger train which takes them for a 50-minute roundtrip train ride on the Museum's 
Sacramento Southern Railroad. 
 
Reservation required and must be made at least 30 days in advance with  GroupDesk 
Suitable for grades 4-6  
Tuesdays at 10:00 AM and 12:00 PM 
Cost: $200 per group of 45  

 
School Group Train Ride 
 
 Classes meet at the Central Pacific Freight Depot for a 50 minute train ride that follows the 
tracks of the Museumôs historic Sacramento Southern Railroad, along the Sacramento Riverôs 
levees. Knowledgeable, on-board Docents tell students about train travel during the 1920ôs. 
 
Reservation required and must be made at least 30 days in advance with the Groupdesk. 
Suitable for all grades. 
Tuesdays at 11 AM and 1 PM 
Cost: $150 per group of 45 
  
Horses to Horsepower: Building the Transcontinental Railroad 
  
 Just how do you drill a hole in solid granite in the 1860s? How many men did it take to 
build the western portion of the Transcontinental Railroad? From what nation did the majority of 
the workers come? How much were they paid? These and other interesting questions are an-
swered in our 30-minute, hands-on interpretive program, Horses to Horsepower: Building the 
Transcontinental Railroad. 
 Students are given the opportunity to try their hand at drilling a hole in granite, driving a 
railroad spike, and meeting people who explain what it was like to ride across the United States 
on the Transcontinental Railroad more than 125 years ago 
 
Reservation required and must be made at least 30 days in advance with Groupdesk 
Maximum of 45 people per group. 
Suitable for grades 4-6  
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 10 AM, 10:15 AM, 10:45 AM, 11 AM, and 11:15 AM 
Cost: $175 Museum admission included 
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Interpretive Handcar Program 
 
 This one-hour, hands-on program is held on the Museumôs Sacramento Southern Railroad 
tracks between the Sacramento History Museum and the Central Pacific Railroad Passenger 
Station. It features instruction on the history and operation of handcars and other railroad mainte-
nance equipment, railroad safety demonstrations, pumping the Interpretive Handcar over 200 
yards of track, a turntable talk and 1/8-mile ride behind a  motorized track vehicle.  
 Please wear tennis shoes, while attending this program. 
 
Reservation required and must be made at least 30 days in advance with Groupdesk 
Please allow 1 hour for this program. 
Maximum of 45 per group. 
Suitable for grades 4-6. 
Wednesdays at  10 AM, 11 AM, and 1 PM 
Cost: $150  
  
 
Eagle Theatreï Gone with the wind and the rain and the flood  
 
 Students will be able to sit and experience first hand what a theatre was like during 1849, 
while they listen and participate in a student melodrama at the Eagle Theatre. Come Boo Hiss 
and Cheer as you learn the fate of the Eagle Theatre. 
  
Reservation required and must be made at least 7 days in advance with Groupdesk. 
Please allow 50 minutes for the presentation. 
Suitable for grades 4 & Up. 
Wednesdays and Thursdays at 11 AM and 2 PM 
Cost: $75 per class  
 
Groupdesk 916-323-9274 
Groupdesk.CSRM@parks.ca.gov  
www.californiarailroad.museum  
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HOW TO FIND THE RAILROAD MUSEUM 

 
DIRECTIONS & MAPS 
 

The Museum is located at the north end of 
Old Sacramento at 125 ñIò Street 
(Corner of 2nd & ñIò Streets). 
 
The Central Pacific Railroad Passenger Station 
is located diagonally across the grassy area at 
Front and ñJò Streets. Traveling north or south 
on Interstate 5, take the ñJò Street exit and follow 
the signs to Old Sacramento.  
 
PARKING 
 
BUS - Limited school bus parking is available free 
of charge at the north end of Second Street, north 
of ñIò Street (signs posted). Loading and unloading 
passengers may occur on Front Street 
between ñJò and ñKò Streets, and in front of the  
Railroad Museum. 
 
CAR - City public parking garages are located at 
both the north and south end of Old Sacramento.  
here is also 90-minute metered parking on the 
street of Old Sacramento. For more information on 
parking in the Downtown and Old Sacramento areas, please visit: www.sacpark.org. 
 
LIGHT RAIL - You may wish to park in one of the lots along Interstate 80 or Folsom Blvd. and 
ride Sacramento Light Rail to St. Rose of Lima Park Station at 8th and K Streets, then walk west 
on the Downtown Plaza Mall to Old Sacramento. It is approximately 10 blocks to the California 
State Railroad Museum, form the St. Rose of Lima Park Station. 
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1. California State Railroad Museum  (916-323-9280)- Within the 100,000-square foot building are 21 his-
toric locomotives and cars and more than 40 exhibits dealing with the history, lore, and  cultural impact of rail-
roads on the development of California and the West. Hours: 10 AM to 5 PM 
Cost: $12 for adults, $6for youth, 5 and under are free 
 

2. Big Four & Dingley Spice Building - Located adjacent to the California State Railroad Museum, this re-
constructed building contains the Museumôs reference library, archives, and administrative offices. 
The Huntington, Hopkins & Company Hardware Store (916-323-7234) On the ground floor, exhibits a typi-
cal hardware store of the 1870s. While there you may purchase such things as reproduction antique hard-
ware and wooden toys. Hours: 11 AM to 4 PM (Thursday ïSunday)  
 

3. The Sacramento History Museum (916-808-7059)- The last building on I Street, The Sacramento History 
Museum is a reproduction of the 1854 City Hall and Waterworks. The museum houses artifacts and exhibits 
that showcase Sacramentoôs diverse culture and golden past. Hours: 10 AM to 5 PM      
 

4. Eagle Theatre - Across the street from the Central Pacific  Passenger Station stands the  
Eagle Theatre, a reconstruction of the first theatre in California. Originally constructed in the Fall of 1849, it 
was destroyed by the flood of January 1850. Included with Museum ticket 
 

5. Central Pacific Passenger Station - Located southwest of the Museum of Railroad History along the wa-
terfront, is the reconstructed 1876 passenger station, complete with ticket office, waiting and baggage rooms. 
The covered tracks, inside the station, display a circa 1870s passenger train as well as more modern  loco-
motives and cars. Included with Museum ticket 
 

6. B.F. Hastings Building  (916-440-4263)- Located at the corner of 2nd and ñJò Streets, this was once the 
western terminus of the Pony Express. The California Supreme Court occupied the second floor between 
1855 and 1869. The Wells Fargo Museum and Old Sacramento Visitorôs Center are also housed on the main 
floor of this building. Hours: 10 AM to 5 PM   Cost: Free 
 

7. Central Pacific Railroad Freight Depot and Sacramento Southern Railroad  - Located just south of the 
Central Pacific Passenger Station along the waterfront, this reconstructed building exhibits the rich history of 
the freight movement to and from Sacramento in the 1870s. The Freight Depot also serves as a station plat-
form for the Museumôs excursion passenger station. The Museumôs excursion railroad, the Sacramento 
Southern, operates Saturdays and Sundays, April through September. Trains depart hourly, 11:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. from the Central Pacific Railroad Freight Depot. Trains also operate on selected dates during the 
Fall.  Tuesday Trains operate Feb-April and October.  Visitors enjoy a six-mile, 40-minute round trip ride. 
 

8. California State Military Museum (916-854-1900) - Located on Second Street, the California State Mili-
tary Museum if filled with many military artifacts and personal memorabilia and  allows visitors to explore Cali-
forniaôs military history. Hours: 10 AM to 4 PM (Tue, Wed, Thu, Sun), 10 AM to 5 PM (Fri & Sat) 
 

9. Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum (916-483-8818) - At the corner of Front Street and Neasham 
Circle, the Old Sacramento Schoolhouse Museum is a living replica of an 1800ôs one-room schoolhouse. Visi-
tors can experience life as students during the 1800ôs in Sacramento. Hours: 10 AM - 4 PM (Monï Sat) 12 
PM - 4 PM (Sunday) Cost: Free 
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GUIDELINES 
 
The Museum is open from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. daily. There is 
no entry for youth/school groups 
to the Museum between 12:00 
noon and 1:00 p.m., there is also 
no group entry after 3:30 p.m. 
 
After making your reservation, 
please review this set of 
guidelines with your students 
and adult chaperones before 
your visit. 
 
To ensure everyone in the       
Museum can enjoy their visit, 
and to maintain proper Museum     
ambience. public safety and     
artifact preservation, please    
observe these rules: 
 
1. Please arrive early for on-time 
entry. Late groups lose their     
entrance priority. We accommo-
date  late arrivals and drop-ins 
as conditions allow. 
 
 
2. All youth/school groups must  
arrive as a group with their 
teacher/leader. Upon arrival, 
gather your group at the doors 
marked ñSchool Entranceò on 
the east side of the Museum. 
A staff member will greet you 
and bring the teacher/leader 
inside to check-in as the Group 
Desk. We will then admit our 
group for a brief, mandatory 
orientation. 
 

3. Teacher/group leaders must   
remain in the Museum with their 
class/group. Please have at 
least one adult chaperone 
available for every ten students. 
Do not leave groups unsuper-
vised at any time. We hold 
adult chaperones responsible for 
maintaining close supervision 
over the care, safety, and action 
of group members. 
 
4. We do not allow food, 
chewing gum, candy, or drinks 
other than bottled water in the     
Museum. We cannot provide 
secure storage for backpacks, 
lunches, etc. If possible, we 
suggest you leave bulky items in 
your vehicles, or on the bus. 
 
5. Do not allow group members 
to climb onto locomotives, cars, 
or other exhibits, except those 
noted as available for entry. Do 
not allow students to run in the 
Museum. Do not leave groups 
unsupervised at any time. 
 
6. Please use ñindoor voicesò in 
the Museum. 
 
7. Please reserve the elevator 
for those who have difficulty with 
stairs. 
 
8. Underage visitors who           
violate our guidelines will be     
escorted to the Lobby to wait   
under the supervision of an adult 
group member until the entire 
class finishes its visit. 

Thank you for helping us                
provide the best possible 
Museum experience to our        
visitors. Your adherence to 
these guidelines will result in a 
meaningful visit to the California 
State Railroad Museum. 
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TRAIN TEASERS 
 
Can you complete these sentences? 
Your clues are in the Museum! 
 
 
1. The ______________ came for the Gold Rush and stayed to work some of the most danger-
ous construction jobs on the railroad. 
 
 
2. The crack team of track-layers set an all time record of ___________ miles in one day on 
April 28, ___________ the same year the transcontinental railroad was completed. 
 
 
3. Some engines used coal or oil, but the Virginia and Truckee #12 burned __________. 
 
 
4. On this dark green ñhome on wheels,ò a railroad status symbol called the _______________,  
Governor Ronald Reagan once dined. 
 
 
5. Engines can enter this roundhouse on any of the ______ tracks. 
 
 
6. The _____________, _____________ is a special type of railroad car set up to feel as if it 
were moving down the tracks at night, about 60 miles per hour. 
 
 
7. The little C.P. Huntington, now a pretty red and gold, finished its working career as a 
_____________________________. 
 

 
 
 

Answers:  
1) Chinese  2) 10, 1869  3) wood  4) Gold Coast  5) six  6) St. Hyacinthe  7) weed burner  

11 



 

a¦{9¦a !/¢L±L¢L9{ 

CALIFORNIA STATE RAILROAD MUSEUM 
HISTORY HUNT 

 
 

Down stairs: 

 
1. What is the name of the steam engine in the Transcontinental Gallery? 
___________________ (Hint: It is the first engine you see!) 
 

2. Watch out for the railroad workers! How many men can you find working 
in the Transcontinental Gallery? ______________ 
 

3. As you travel through the tunnel, you may hear the tapping of a message. 
How many people do you see at the station? _______________ (Hint: Be 
sure to look up too!) 
 

4. Check out the private car The Gold Coast. What color is the table 
cloth in the dinning area? ________________ 
 

5. Do you like fresh fruit? Find the refrigerator car, it used to take 
crates of fruit coast to coast. What fruit crate label do you like the 
most? ___________________ 
 

6. Feeling sleepy? Head on over to the sleeper car the St. Hyacinthe. How 
many seats turn into beds? _________________ 
 

7. After that nap, you must be hungry! Walk through the dinning car, the 
Cochiti. What is your favorite dining plate pattern? 
_______________________________________ 
 

8. Find the Railway Post Office (RPO) car. Ask the docent inside about the 
rail riding dog. What is the dogôs name? __________________ 
 

9. Can you find the two steam engines next to each other? One is small and 
the other is very BIG! Who is the small engine named after? 
_____________________ What is the name of the big engine? 
_____________________ 
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